Religion and Culture
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1. How would you define culture?



2. How would you describe the relationship between religion and culture?








3. Each religious tradition exists within and responds to its own culture. For some religion and culture are synonymous?



4. Religious traditions have shaped culture in important ways. Eg.
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Culture and religion intersect on the issue of food.
Eg 1 – Kosher food for Jews
       Abstinence for Christians
Eg 2 - Different foods for different festivals


5. Suggest three other issues on which culture and religion intersect and explain how they did so:
	Example 1: 
	Example 2:
	Example 3:



























6. Sometimes it is easy to confuse religion and culture and this confusion persists to the extent that in some cases even adherents to the faith cannot distinguish them.  Examples of these include:

a) Woman in Islam                                                                    b) ???????
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7. List other examples of the contribution of religion to the following areas :

Art   /  music   / architecture  / food   /dress


8. Describe the ways which religion can be both a source of cultural cohesion and transformation in society. Support this with examples from the past and the world today.












9. Describe and explain the contribution of religion to
A)




B) Society and culture
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Like “

religion” the word “culture” has been described in many different ways by many different people:

1) Broadly speaking, culture is an expression of the way of life of a people, including all the

2)

3)

4)

complexities contained in the expression “way of life” — aspects such as language, the arts, ancient
and modern customs, beliefs, values, attitudes, food, ceremonies, technology and institutions. '

The word “culture” comes from the same root as “cultivate”, cultura, meaning “to till or bestow
labour upon in order to raise crops”. Culture in this sense refers 1o the way a group of organisms '
relate to one another to develop the sum total of ways of living built up by human beings and then
transmitted from one generation to another.

Culture can be defined as the way of thinking and behaviour shared by a substantial social grouping,
which gives that group an identity in relation to others. In short, culture “is the way we do things
around here.”

Culture can be thought of as the context in which we live, the lens through which we view reality, It
creates and reflects the customs which help make the social life of people more human and it is°
expressed in art and music. The political and- economic systems-which exist are part of this culture.
Within the culture religion is firmly planted; it bounces off the culture and culture reciprocates the
process. :
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Even in cases where religion and culture are not synonymous, it is virtually impossible to separate them,
" because they intersect at a whole range of levels. Food, for example, has links to both religion and culture. -
One example of this.interaction is Jewish kosher food. '

‘Food is a part of any culture. All people need it to survive. At a certain stage of Israelite history guidelines
were developed concerning what was acceptable food and what was understood as ritually unclean and
iherefore not to be consumed. These guidelines were recorded as laws in the Hebrew Scriptures and have
been passed down through the generations as religious practice. o
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Islam itself is not repressive for women, nor is it par-
lxcu)ar]y liberating, but it is the only rehgnon in the
‘world that guarantees women land inheritance
rights, and orders that men’s failure to satisfy their
wives sexually is a ground for Talak — or divorce.
The problem is that various traditions have evolved
in particular Muslim communities. such as the wear-
ing of the veil, segregation of women or compulsory
clitoridectomies, which are cultural traditions and

are cestainly not specified in the Koran.




