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STUDIES OF RELIGION PRELIMINARY COURSE

DEPTH STUDY 5: JUDAISM

MOSES
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INFANCY


	What happened to Moses soon after his birth?

Who found him?

Where did he grow up?

Who took care of him?
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TEENAGER
	What caused Moses to develop a speech impediment?




	[image: image11.png]The night when God’s last, terrible
disaster fell on Egypt, every Israelite
stayed safely indoors. The mothers
prepared a delicious dinner of roast
lamb, as God had told them. But
when they all sat down to enjoy it,
they kept on their outdoor clothes.
For Moses had warned them to be
ready to leave Egypt as soon as the
order was given.




ADULT


	What crime did Moses commit?

What did Moses do about this?

What way of life did he take up?

Why was he chosen later to lead the Children of Israel?
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Read the information on the next three pages and answer the accompanying questions


	[image: image3.png]Many years passed while Moses cared
for the flocks of Jethro, his father-in-
law.

One day the sheep and goats were
cropping the grass on the lower slopes
of Mount Sinai. Moses looked up and
saw a bush that seemed to be on fire.
He watched anxiously, in case the fire
should spread through the dry, desert
land. But, although the fire glowed
bright, the bush stayed unharmed.
Curious, Moses went nearer, to look
more closely.

Then he heard a voice coming from
the heart of the fire. Moses knew at
once that it was God’s voice.

‘Take off your shoes, Moses,” God
said. ‘For this is holy ground.’

Moses obeyed, then waited quietly.
His heart beat fast and he covered his
face with his cloak.

‘I am the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob,” God said. ‘I have heard
the groans and cries of my people who
are slaves in Egypt and I am going to
rescue them. You, Moses, are goin\g
to lead them out of Egypt and into the
land that I promised to give to the
descendants of Abraham.’

‘Not me, God,” Moses begged *
hastily. ‘Please don’t send me as their
leader. I’'m just nobody. I could not
doit.’

‘But I will be with you,” God
promised, ‘I will help you and you
will succeed. You will lead my people
to this very mountain to worship me
here.’

Moses still did not want to go back
to Egypt. He went on making
excuses, but God had an answer for
every one. He told Moses that his
brother Aaron could go with him and
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‘Take your stick with you,” God
ordered. “You will use it to do
wonderful things that will prove tq
my people and to the king of Egypt
that I am the one true God, more
powerful than the king and the gods
he worships.’

Reluctantly, Moses obeyed God.
He took his wife and two sons and,
stick in hand, set off for the land of

Egypt.




Why did Moses hesitate?

Who did God send to help?

What did Moses do?



	What did God ask of Moses?
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The Passover

EXODUS 12

Moses called all the Israelite leaders
together once again.

‘Listen carefully,” he told them,
‘for tonight God’s angel of death will
pass through Egypt, killing the eldest
in every family in the land. If you and
your families are to be kept safe, this
is what God says you must do:

“Tell every father to choose a good,
healthy young lamb or goat from his
flock. He is to kill it and daub some of
the animal’s blood over the door of his
house and on the door-posts. The
mother in every family is to cook the

meat for a special dinner. When it
gets dark, the whole family must stay
indoors.

“The blood on the doors will be the
sign'to God that you are his obedient
people and he will not let his angel of
death harm your families.

‘When your children ask what all
this means, explain to them that this
is God’s Passover feast—the time
when God will pass over your
dwellings to protect you, when all the
first-born in Egypt die.’

From that day to this, the people of
Israel have kept the Passover every
year, remembering God’s safe-
keeping on that never-to-be-forgotten
night.




	Explain the events of the Passover.

What is the meaning of Passover?




Read the information on the next page to answer these questions

Events that happened

The Israelites at their homes:


The first born Egyptians:


The action taken by the King:

	

	[image: image6.png]At midnight a terrible cry went up
from all the homes in Egypt. When
the Israelites heard the wailing they
knew that God had done as he said. In
every Egyptian home the first-born
son was dead. God’s own people had
been kept safe because they had
obeyed and trusted him.

Atonce the king sent for Moses and
Aaron.

‘Get out!” he thundered. ‘Don’t
stay in my country another day. Take
your women and children, animals
and all. Only leave us in peace!’

At once Moses sent the order
buzzing around the land of Goshen.
It was time to be off.

The fathers urged the mothers to
hurry. The dough they had left to rise
was not ready, so they wrapped it in
pieces of cloth and carried it with
them, along with their pots and pans.

Whole families came pouring out of
their homes, making their way to the
appointed meeting-place. The sheep
and goats they drove were bleating in
alarm and making it difficult to hurry.

The Egyptians came out of their
houses t0o, and begged the Israclites
to hasten away. They were so anxious
to see them go that they loaded them
with presents of gold and silver,
necklaces and bracelets and all kinds
of fine materials. They wanted them
out of the way before more trouble
should strike the land.

With hardly a backward glance, the
whole, huge crowd set out, with
Moses in the lead. At last God’s
promise had come true. It was
‘Goodbye Egypt’ for ever.
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Students learn about the origins and history of Judaism –


The foundation period of Judaism:�–	The life of Moses – his birth, childhood and youth, and leading of the 	Exodus.












































Of course, the Egyptian soldiers gave chase.  But, on God’s instructions, Moses lifted his stick over the Red Sea and the waters parted for the Israelites to pass through.





The Egyptians gave chase.  When they were in the middle of the Red sea, Moses again held his stick over the Red Sea, and the waters came flowing back, drowning them.





Moses asked the King to set his people free.  The king refused.  Seven plagues followed.  The exodus takes place after the last plague.
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Locate the following web site:


� HYPERLINK http://www.jewfaq.org/moshe.htm ��http://www.jewfaq.org/moshe.htm�





Answer the following questions.
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